March 31- Melaina Trice

April 7- Mark Smiley 

April 14- Palm Sunday- Rachel Cornwell

April 21- Easter- 7am Lori Sciannella, 9:30am Carol Moore

April 28-Leo Yates

May 5- Mark Smiley

May 12- Leo Yates

May 19- Leo Yates

May 26- Leo Yates

June 2- - Melaina Trice

June 9- Pentecost- Leo Yates

June 16- Melaina Trice

June 23- Lori Sciannella (depending on when Emily goes out/comes back)

Mark Smiley- Rev. Smiley is an elder (ordained pastor) who has served a number of UM churches, most recently Westminster UMC. After years of parish ministry, he decided to pursue a calling to pastoral counseling. Having completed a degree at Loyola University, Rev. Smiley now serves at Suburban Crossroads Counseling.

Rachel Cornwell- Rev. Cornwell served as senior pastor of Silver Spring UMC for about a decade, leading the church through great change and growth during that time. For the past two years, she has worked for the James Company, a consulting group that helps guide churches in visioning, planning, communication, and giving campaigns.

Carol Moore- Rev. Moore is an ordained elder who serves in extension ministry (ministry outside of the local church) as an instructional designer with Montgomery College’s Center for Teaching and Learning. She has a master’s degree in education (Instructional Systems Design) and a master’s and doctorate in theology. She has also lived and worked in Bolivia and Argentina, as well as serving as the Director of Casa Baltimore/Limay, a friendship city project connecting Baltimore with people in Nicaragua. 

Leo Yates- Rev. Yates is an ordained deacon- deacons are clergy who are called to serve in ministries that connect the church and the world. Rev. Yates is a licensed clinical professional counselor and the associate pastor at Magothy UM Church of the Deaf (thank you to Magothy for sharing him with us!) He also teaches a class on addiction recovery ministry at Wesley Seminary.
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Dear AUMC friends,

I am so excited to welcome my little one and so grateful that you have shared in my excitement and celebrated with me! Over the past couple months, I’ve been working to set up plans for my leave in order to ensure both that the needs of the congregation are covered and that I can fully focus my attention on my child in the first 12 weeks of her life. 

On the back of this sheet, you’ll find a schedule of preachers who will lead worship and bring the message. I’m excited about this line-up and sorry that I won’t get to hear them! Also, know that I have planned for traditions like our annual Palm Sunday procession and our high energy Easter worship!

Below, I would like to share plans for a couple other situations about which you may be wondering. I will soon be posting the full plan for my leave on a private page on our website, and Lucille will send out the link- just in case you want ALL the details and policies!
Pastoral Care & Funerals- If someone from the congregation passes, the family should contact the church office. I have two pastors on call to cover funerals, and Lucille will get you in touch and help line up the arrangements for the service. In emergency pastoral care situations, please also contact the office. Additionally, all major hospitals (and most smaller ones too) have a department of pastoral care that patients can contact for a visit by a chaplain. Montgomery MedStar has one- the number is 301-774-8884. You can contact the office if you need help finding other numbers. 
Meetings- Routine meetings can go on without me. I’ve advised leaders that the goal is to keep up doing ministry rather than charging into anything new with long lasting implications. 
Contact- I love you all and will miss you while I’m out! Still, I’m going to ask that you do not call or text my cell while I’m on leave. One of the tough things about life in ministry is that it’s difficult to mentally disconnect even when I’m not working…and it doesn’t take much to turn my thoughts back to church…even if it’s just a quick question. You are welcome to email me, and I will check and respond to emails when I return. For anything immediate, please contact the office, and Lucille will put you in touch with the right person to respond. 
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